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the way for Herr Hitler by persuading the senile and

semi-idiotic Hindenburg  to  commit his final act  of

treachery-1

Signor Mussolini knew enough of Germany to see
that a real devil's broth was likely to be brewed there,
and that with the dismissal of Briining went not only
the Weimar Constitution, but also the last possibility
of European re-construction along peaceful orderly
lines. The success of stark * realism* in Japan and Ger-
many was an example, and also an incentive. Signor
Mussolini was probably ready in 1930 to play the
game of politics according to the rules accepted by the
great Powers, but when some of them began to insist that
diplomacy was a game of poker rather than whist he
joined them gladly, and with the more willingness because
it was almost immediately apparent that it was most
admirably suited for totalitarian states,

In the game of diplomatic poker, especially as played
during the last few years, there are no rules. Threats
of starting a general war between the great Powers, and
direct action against weaker countries have become the
normal method of winning the stakes. In a rough-and-
tumble contest of this kind the advantage lies very clearly
with a country under autocratic rule. The element of
bluff is all-important, for military adventures even
against the feeblest adversary must be comparatively
expensive, and may involve some risk.

Dictators begin with the immense advantage of
secrecy. Until a democratic country is actually involved
in a war, every move it makes in diplomacy is discussed
by politicians, canvassed in the press, and the extent
of popular support is made evident. The machinery of

1 For a full account of these transactions see J. W. Wheeler-
Bennett, Hindenburg.